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The holidays can send even the most organized into an all out frenzy.  The 

amount of things that need to get done before we have a houseful of guests 

seems almost overwhelming. 

Many years ago when I would tell my husband that we were having 

everyone over for Thanksgiving at our house, my husband would moan and 

say “Nooo!”  Why?   

Because it meant that I would turn into a stressed out mess trying to get my 

house ready, ALL the food done and make my guests happy.   

Of course I would say “oh don’t worry honey, I’m not stressing this year.”  

He never believed me.  The events leading up to us having company over 

was unpleasant to say the least.  

My hope is that you will learn from my years of mistakes, my reluctant 

journey to change and not only have a fun and pleasant day where your 

company enjoys the day, but YOU do too!  

 

z 
 

Copyright November 2015 
Shari Lynne Dominick 
No part of this booklet may be copied to sell or distribute to others, without 

written permission from the author. For personal use only. 

This guide contains affiliate links that help support our family ~ Thank You! 

You deserve a 

peaceful and 

organized 

holiday too! 
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Chapter 1 ~ Creating Memories: You Deserve to Enjoy the Day too! 

Chapter 2 ~ Who’s Coming to Dinner? 

Chapter 3 ~ What’s for Dinner: Traditional, Potluck or more? 

Chapter 4 ~ Recipes to try BEFORE the big day. 

Chapter 5 ~ Thanksgiving Decor 

Chapter 6 ~ Getting the house ready! Relax… 

Bonus ~ Printable checklists and planners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good!  
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Creating Memories 

 

The truth of the matter is this; we all start out with the BEST of intentions.  

We want to make memories, good ones.  Memories that will last a lifetime 

and memories that we can pass on to the next generation. 

This was my motive anyway.  I simply thought that I had to do everything 

perfect in order to create a beautiful memory.  I thought that all things 

needed to be handmade, homemade and homespun in order for things to 

be just right. 

I wore myself to a frazzle thinking that everything had to be just so.  After 

all isn’t that what memories are made of?! 

We all know it’s not so, but when we are in the midst of getting ready…the 

real meaning and focus of Thanksgiving can get lost in a frenzy of “getting 

ready!” 

Might I suggest, that “getting ready” can be enjoyable and relaxing?  

Organizing doesn’t have to be overwhelming and extreme. 

Creating memories can revolve around many things…food, places, smells 

but the most important thing is that YOU are part of the memories.   

Set yourself up for success by being ready so that you can be present at your 

special gathering.  So that you can sit down with your company and enjoy 

each other.  

You deserve to have fond memories to, not just ones of how stressful it is to 

have a bunch of company over.  

So relax and let’s get ready one little step at a time.  Let’s not overthink or 

over analyze.   

Enjoy the planning process. 
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Who’s coming to Dinner? 
 

Sometimes creating a guest list is easy and sometimes it can be gut wrenching 

depending on your family dynamics.  Let’s not kid ourselves; there are usually a handful 

of difficult people in our lives that kind of make our hearts ache.  Do we invite them or 

don’t we? 

I simply cannot tell you who to invite of course, but I can encourage you to pray about 

each person.  Each family is different and only God can tell you whether you need to 

embrace someone or put up boundaries.  I’ve had to do both and each can cause a 

certain amount of discomfort. 

The biggest thing is that you are in the will of God, because no matter what he asks you 

to do, you can be sure that He will get the glory and you will find peace…even if it’s 

temporarily uncomfortable.   

Remember…we don’t live just for today, but for the future.  I’ve had to make decisions 

that were super hard with my family but have yielded a fruitful harvest down the road.   

Whether embracing difficult ones or putting up boundaries, do it all for the glory of God 

and see what the future will bring.   

gggkggg 

 

Decide if you will be inviting others that are outside the family circle, such as friends of 

family, church family etc.  

When inviting those outside of the family, keep in mind that not everyone may enjoy 

this.  For some it is a blessing, for others it can feel like an invasion.  We do both, off and 

on.  

Letting others feel uncomfortable isn’t a horribly terrible thing on one hand.  After all 

Thanksgiving is about…giving and giving thanks! 

Again, pray about what you want your Thanksgiving this year to look like.   
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Name How Many ~ confirmed 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good!  
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What’s for Dinner: Traditional, Potluck or more? 

 

After many years of doing everything myself and missing out on fellowship and 

relationships with family and friends on this very special day because I was in the 

kitchen trying to be the perfect hostess, I decided that I needed to start doing potluck.  

Plus my family had grown quite LARGE. 

Don’t get me wrong, I had many family members visiting with me in the kitchen, but it 

was nothing like me being able to truly focus on that relationship and visit individually.  

I wanted to relax too!  I sacrifice day in and day out with my family, so it’s not like I am 

selfish, but then I am! HA! 

The benefits of Potluck are this… 

 Your guests get to bring their favorite recipes! Everyone likes to be able to cook 

their favorite dishes and share with others. 

 Your guests that hate to cook…can bring drinks!  

 SO much less work for the hostess. 

Many hands make light work. 

Since potlucks are usually more casual, there is less to manage.  Most foods are simply 

put on a table or large counter and the guests serve themselves.  

The down side; sometimes there may be a person that is late and a main dish may not 

arrive on time…my experience, have them bring something like rolls so that it doesn’t 

disrupt the flow of things.  It’s not worth the stress and upset of having them bring the 

dish after everyone has eaten.   

Hmm how do I know this… 

This way when/if they arrive late, you can greet them with open arms rather than 

frustration. 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good!  
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Traditional Thanksgiving meals are great too!  

Aww the beauty of a traditional Thanksgiving meal around the table.  Done for many, 

many years it is a blessing to gather and be able to see each other’s faces as we eat and 

celebrate our thanks. 

I encourage you to go for it, if you have the energy and room around the table.  If space 

is limited, create a special table for the little ones near the adult table.  I wouldn’t move 

them to another room.  Just my opinion but I feel they need to feel a part of the family 

festivities.   

Potluck of course could also be brought and you could still have a traditional sit down 

meal.  

Traditional Thanksgivings around a table also offer the opportunity for playing fun 

games!  

Oh and one last thing you can use those fancy dishes that you might not use otherwise. 

Eating out on Thanksgiving 

Have you ever eaten out on a holiday?  We have and it was so much fun. Over your 

lifetime there will be years when things simply can’t come together.  Then what?  Don’t 

let your world fall apart, it’s just one year.  Have fun and enjoy all of the things to be 

thankful for.   

If you really enjoy it, you could even make it a tradition! 

Have Thanksgiving dinner delivered 

Did you know it’s not illegal to do this? Hahaha!  No it’s not.  One year our family was in 

a HUGE crisis.  Not our WHOLE family, but our little immediate family.  My sister was 

dying, I was 9 months pregnant and our son had just been in a life threatening accident 

and was in the hospital in critical care.  It was a SUPER HARD YEAR!   

There was no way that I could cook and someone surprised our family with a 

Thanksgiving Feast delivered right to our door from the local grocery store.  You can just 

imagine how that blessed our family.   

No matter what is going on in your life…you can always find a way to be thankful 

without the stress and work of a huge meal.  It’s perfectly ok to Order Out! 
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 Who’s Bringing Dish Bringing 

Main Dish   
   

Salads   
   

Hot Veggies   
Cold Veggies   

Fruits   
Potato Dishes   

Appetizers   
Breads/Rolls   

Drinks   
Dessert   
Other   
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o 
Meat 

 

Dairy 

 

Fruit 

 

Vegetables 

 

Frozen Foods 

 

Breads 

 

Beverages 

 

Dessert 

 

Condiments 

 

Spices 

 

Paper Products 

 

Cleaners 
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It’s always super fun to try new recipes BUT a holiday with company coming over is not 

the time to try something new.  That’s just my opinion of course.   

I’m a recipe creator, tryer and lover! However I’ve learned the hard way that if you want 

to have a nice dish turn out and you are trying it for the first time, it’s best to make the 

recipe at least once before the big day. 

Make a small list of recipes you’d like to try and where to find them.  Then try a few 

before the holidays, then you can be confident that it will be lip smackin when your 

guests…or of course a discard and disaster.   

Recipe Find it 

  
  
  
  
 

Ingredients to buy for new recipe: 

 

Some recipes you might like to have for Thanksgiving: 

 Homemade Potato Salad ~ can be made a day ahead of time. 

 Au Gratin Potatoes ~ Super deelish and inexpensive. 

 No Knead Sweet Rolls ~ a nice dessert. 

 Lots more yummy recipes! 

 

 

http://www.faithfilledfoodformoms.com/homemade-potato-salad/
http://www.faithfilledfoodformoms.com/homemade-au-gratin-potatoes/
http://www.faithfilledfoodformoms.com/sweet-rolls/
http://www.faithfilledfoodformoms.com/recipe-index/
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I’ve never been one to go overboard on decorating for holidays. I’ve simply never had 

the energy, time or money to super go for it.  I DO like to put out some simple decorative 

things that are reflective of the season we are in.  

By simple, I mean super simple.  For instance my daughter and I went to the pumpkin 

patch with my grandchildren and other daughter.  While we were there we bought a 

couple of pumpkins and some corn stalks…it cost us $7.00 total.  I then put them on our 

front porch…done! 

I like to have a centerpiece on our tables (we have 2) and I usually use things from the 

outdoors.  Sticks, leaves, pinecones, berries, holly… dried flowers, branches.  

Centerpieces are just so easy to make, so are mantle decorations!  Check out this simple 

Christmas Centerpiece I made last year.  

Tableclothes are also a super simple way to create beautiful seasonal décor without 

taking up room when storing for the next season.  There are just so many beautiful 

tableclothes that are fun inexpensive.  

A simple candle here and there is also nice. 

I do have special little salt and pepper shakers and such that I bring out for 

Thanksgiving day, but as far as home décor…that’s it!   

Whether you plan on decorating big or small, it’s a good idea to plan out an hour or 

two…or more if you are going big!   

 

Decorations Room                   Estimated Time 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good!  

http://www.faithfilledfoodformoms.com/how-to-make-a-homemade-christmas-centerpiece/
http://amzn.to/1QbC34w
http://amzn.to/1QbC34w
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 Getting the house ready!
 

I used to go CRAZY getting my house ready for company.  I don’t know why because I 

keep my home fairly clean!  Somehow though, when I was younger I felt that my value 

and worth were connected to how clean my house was when company came over.  

I would also wait until about the week before my company came and then start cleaning.  

I would drive my whole family crazy cleaning and then if one thing was out of place I 

would get so upset with everyone for making a mess.  I know…  

After a while my family dreaded having company over.  It meant too much stress.  Isn’t 

that sad  

That was years ago…now I plan ahead and this is what I do… 

I’m not going to go into a big housecleaning system…there are a million ways to clean a 

house and a million systems out there…this is my simple way of getting ready for 

company. 

 I clean one or two rooms a week…that’s it.  No I’m not kidding.   

 Some rooms may take a couple days, depending on the time and effort needed.  

Like I may take a couple days for my family room, because that’s where we live 

and I have lots of books and magazines and things to sort through.   

 I start at the top of the room and work my way to the floor. 

 I do not take more than 1 hour in a room.  I simply don’t have time. 

 I ask my family to cooperate and pick up after themselves. 

A day or two before company comes, I have my family: 

1. Vacuum 

2. Dust 

3. Make sure bathrooms are super clean 

4. Make sure my fridge is cleaned out for food 

5. Make sure house is picked up 

6. I don’t worry about my house being perfect…after all we DO live here.  

While they make sure these simple chores are done, I finish up shopping and cooking.  

Housecleaning hint: One thing that helps me to enjoy housework a little more is to have 

good cleaning tools and cleaning supplies.  Sometimes I will even buy a couple of new 

things just to make my experience more enjoyable. 

http://amzn.to/1RIub8b
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Room Chores Estimated time 

   

   

   

   

   

    

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

Remember, your house does NOT need to be PERFECT!  

 

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good!  
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